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Kearney Park Board Minutes---Tuesday June 19, 2018 meeting 

 

 
On Tuesday June 19, 2018, the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly meeting.  

Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. Members present were Jeff 

Couchman, Connie Crawford, Ali Jorn, Kristi Mayo, and Randy Pogue. Julie 

Jones was absent.  Staff members present were Ryan Marcotte, Eric arrived later 

in the meeting. Park board minutes from the May 15th, 2018 meeting were 

presented and approved unanimously. 

 

Old Business—Ryan Mentioned that competitive, rec, and adult baseball and 

softball sessions were all running at that time. He added that there would be a 

summer league for men’s and coed softball, and that signups were ending on July 

5th. 

 

Ryan then brought up the skate park install, stating that the half pipe took a day 

and a half to install, but it is in place and being used frequently. He stated that it 

has been very well received. 

 

Lastly, Ryan mentioned that the new pond fountain was installed by Barts 

Electric, and is functioning well.   

 

New Business   Ryan presented architectural renderings of potential designs for 

the ticket booth and entryway at Kearney Amphitheater. He stated that a decision 

would be made after cost estimates for each design were completed by the 

architects.   

 

Ryan told the new members on the board about the senior citizen daytrip program 

that has been in place for over 15 years. Trips cost $40 per person, and include 

transportation to the event, tickets, and lunch. He mentioned that most trips are 

sold out or close to being so.   

 

Ryan informed the board that the Parks Department would be participating in the 

Jesse James Festival Committee’s renovation of the lights at the rodeo arena in 

Jesse James Park. The City has committed to sharing the costs of rewiring the 

announcer’s stand, as well as a commitment of an additional $3,000 towards the 

overall light replacement project. 

 

Ryan mentioned that signups for flag football were live on Kearneyparks.com, 

and that banner had been erected throughout town, as well as postings on social 

media. 
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Ryan announced that they had a visitor. Greg Gillahan, 810 E 14th St, came to talk 

to the board about the lights at the pickle ball courts. He had heard the parks 

department was preparing to have the lights fixed, and put on a timer. He 

proposed that the lights a the skate park and pickle ball court be on a timer to go 

off at 10:00 pm. Randy Pogue made a motion to put the lights on a timer until 

10:00 pm. Connie Crawford seconded the motion. The motioned carried 5-0. 

 

Ryan mentioned that the City had a proposal to contract with Scott Casey to 

develop a new master plan for Lions Park. After some discussion, Randy Pogue 

motioned to approve the proposal, subject to a satisfactory review of Mr. Casey’s 

portfolio by city staff. Ali Jorn seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

Amphitheater Events  Ryan informed the board that the second amphitheater 

concert of the summer had occurred the weekend before, and it was a bit of a 

letdown, as the heat was well into the upper 90 degrees all day, and it affected 

sales negatively. He mentioned that the next concert was June 23rd, the yearly 

bluegrass show. 

 

 

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
After no further board comments, and there being no further business on the 

agenda, a motion was made by Connie Crawford, and seconded by Ali Jorn to 

adjourn.  
 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                           Julie Jones Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 


